Operation MARKET-GARDEN
Netherlands
17 - 25 September 1944

Tanks of British XXX Corps:
Sherman Firefly tanks of the Irish Guards
Regiment, Guards Armoured Division, XXX
Corps, advance past destroyed comrades on the
narrow road to Arnhem.
1. Operation MARKET-GARDEN was the failed attempt by the Allies to attack north from
Belgium, through German-occupied Netherlands, across the Rhine River, and into northern
Germany. The intent was to encircle Germany’s industrial heartland, the Ruhr Valley.
2. Field Marshal Sir Bernard L. Montgomery, commander of 21st Army Group, planned to use
massive airborne forces to secure a route through the Netherlands. Strong armored forces
would then rapidly advance through the Netherlands, across the Rhine, and into Germany.
3. Concept of Operations
a. Operation MARKET was an airborne assault to simultaneously seize eight major river
crossings between Belgium and the Rhine in order to open a route for armored forces.
b. Operation GARDEN was an armored advance from Belgium, through the Netherlands,
across the Rhine, and into Germany.
c. Four British Corps were assigned to MARKET-GARDEN.
XXX Corps, under the command of LtGen Brian G. Horrocks, was the Main Effort:
“Advance through the Netherlands and secure ARNHEM in order to establish a strong
bridgehead into Germany.”
I Airborne Corps, under command of LtGen Frederick A. M. “Boy” Browning would
“seize the water crossings and secure a route from Belgium through to ARNHEM in
order to permit XXX Corps to advance through ARNHEM.”
VIII Corps, under LtGen Sir Richard N. O’Connor, fielded the 3rd Division and the 11th
Armoured Division: “Advance and protect the right flank of XXX Corps.”
XII Corps, under LtGen N. M. Ritchie, fielded the 7th Armoured, 15th Scottish, and
53rd Welsh Divisions: “Advance and protect the left flank of XXX Corps.”
4. The planned route was only two lanes wide and raised above the surrounding soft ground.
For most of the route, heavy vehicles could not travel off-road. XXX Corps had bridging
equipment to cross small waterways, but could not bridge the Waal River at NIJMEGEN and
the Rhine River at ARNHEM. The airborne operations to seize these bridges had to succeed.

5. The Allies underestimated German strength and abilities in the Netherlands. Allied
intelligence was surprised to discover the 9th and 10th SS Panzer Divisions in the Arnhem
area. It had been assumed that the armored force would face little resistance on its advance
through the Netherlands. The single narrow road choked traffic for the thousands of vehicles
of XXX Corps. Once underway, key leaders discovered that the MARKET-GARDEN plan
did not have robust options. It was overly dependent on success at multiple separate points.
6. Results. Although much of the route and most of the key chokepoints through the
Netherlands were secured, the Germans held Arnhem, and the overall operation failed. XXX
Corps, facing stiff resistance along the route, was continuously delayed. The 1st Airborne
Division, cut off and surrounded, fought valiantly for days without support. XXX Corps
never reached Arnhem. The Rhine remained an obstacle to the Allies until March 1945.
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Airborne Operations
Operation MARKET-GARDEN
17 - 25 September 1944
1. MARKET-GARDEN was the largest airborne operation in history. Over thirty-four thousand
airborne troops invaded the Netherlands. I Airborne Corps consisted of three divisions: the
1st British Airborne Division and the 82nd and 101st American Airborne Divisions.
2. Each Division was tasked to secure a portion of the route leading from the Belgium border to
ARNHEM. From South to North:
101st Airborne Division would “seize the bridges at EINDOVEN, SON, and VEGHEL in
order to enable XXX Corps to advance through to ARNHEM.”
82nd Airborne Division would “seize the MAAS and WAAL bridges at GRAVE and
NIJMEGEN in order to enable XXX Corps to advance through to ARNHEM.”
1st Airborne Division and the 1st Polish Parachute Brigade would drop at the far northern
end of the route and “seize the bridges at ARNHEM and OOSTERBEEK in order to enable
XXX Corps to advance through ARNHEM.”
3. Because the combined British and U.S. Air Forces had sufficient aircraft and pilots to deliver
only 60% of the force at one time, multiple drops were planned for multiple days. 1438 C-47
transports, 321 converted bombers, and 3140 gliders inserted twenty-thousand troops by
parachute and fourteen-thousand troops by glider. 1736 vehicles, 263 artillery pieces, and
3342 tons of ammunition were air-delivered. Due to insufficient moonlight and negligible
enemy anti-aircraft defenses, all drops were made in daylight. This increased the number of
units delivered per hour and decreased the delays in assembling those units on the ground.
4. XXX Corps was expected to pass through the 101st on the first day of operations, through
the 82nd on the second day, and reach the British 1st Airborne Division on the fourth day of
the operation. German opposition however, was far stronger than anticipated. XXX Corps
was delayed every step of the way. Both U.S. divisions passed XXX Corps through their
respective sectors, but at Arnhem, the limitations of parachute operations were exposed. The
1st British Airborne Division was cut off from supplies and ammunition, attacked by German
armor, and eventually surrounded. XXX Corps never reached Arnhem, the “Bridge Too Far.”

The 82nd Airborne Division lands near GRAVE,
Netherlands on 17 September 1944.
Note the gliders in the foreground.

